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In the afternoon we drive along the coastal road, passing the wonderful beaches of Glyfada, 

Vouliagmeni & Varkiza to the most Southern point of Attica, Cape Sounion, where the white 

marble pillars of the Temple of Poseidon stand. 

On the way, you have a splendid view of the Saronic Gulf and the little islands offshore. 

After visiting the Temple of Poseidon, you have time to walk at leisure on the rocky 

promontory of Sounion. 
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DEPARTURE 
TIME 

 

RETURN TIME 
 

PRICE per 
ADULT 

 

PRICE per CHILD 
(2-12 Years old) 
 

15:00 
 

19:00 
 

€50 
 

€38 
 

 

A Brief History Of The Temple Of Poseidon, Sounion 
Majestic Cape Sounion, a strategic point rising 
above the Aegean sea about 70 kilometers away 
from Athens in the southern region of Attica, was 
known by Ancient Greeks as the “Sacred Cape.” On 
top of this 60 meter cliff stands one of the most 
important sanctuaries in the region: the temple 
dedicated to Poseidon, God of the Sea. 
 
Built between 444 and 440 BC, the temple was 
constructed of marble from the valley of Agrilesa, 
about four kilometers north of the Sounio Cape. 
The architect is thought to be Ictinus (or Iktinos), 
who built the Temple of Hephaestus in the Ancient 
agora in Athens. He built the 16 columns at the 

Temple of Poseidon in a way that ensured they would stand the test of time and resist the harshness of the 
environment, and made the Doric columns more slender at the top so they would look taller. 
 
As with many other monuments and sanctuaries around Greece, historical facts about the Temple of 
Poseidon in Sounion are intertwined with bits of legend. The temple at Cape Sounion was a sacred place 
where sailors and the general population came to offer animal sacrifices and other gifts to appease him 
and find favor. 
 
The temple was built according to a hexastyle plan, with a front portico with six Doric columns. It was 
rectangular, with a colonnade on all four sides, and had a frieze depicting the tale of Theseus and the 
Battle of Centaurs. The 16 columns, 15 of which are still standing today, are fewer in number compared 
with other temples dating from the same period, a feature common among other ancient temples built 
near the sea such as the Temple of Aphaia in Aegina. 
 
The remnants of the temple’s marble sculptures are now displayed at the National Archaeological Museum 
of Athens and the Mineralogical Museum of Lavrio, with one column on display at the British Museum in 
England. British Romantic poet Lord Byron carved his name at the base of one of the remaining columns 
during a visit in 1810 when he was touring Europe before rising to fame. 
 

http://www.ancient.eu/aegean/
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http://theculturetrip.com/europe/greece/
http://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/The_Myths/Theseus_Adventures/theseus_adventures.html
http://www.aeginagreece.com/aegina/pages/articles/culture/aphaia_temple_aegina.html
http://www.namuseum.gr/wellcome-en.html
http://www.namuseum.gr/wellcome-en.html
http://www.gtp.gr/TDirectoryDetails.asp?ID=13038
http://www.britishmuseum.org/
http://theculturetrip.com/europe/united-kingdom/england/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/George-Gordon-Byron-6th-Baron-Byron

